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journalists came to give evidence, but nothing had yet been
publicly divulged. Meanwhile the atmosphere was becoming
daily more heavily charged with electricity and the longer a full
statement had to be postponed, the louder would be the explosion
throughout the country when the moment finally arrived.

Yet there seemed no possibility of creating an early oppor-
tunity, when suddenly the chance presented itself for which he
had waited so long. The London correspondent of the Paris
newspaper Le Matin in an unguarded moment communicated to
his paper a paragraph under the heading, Un Scandale Financier
en Angleterre, in which, while purporting to give a summary of
Mr. Maxse's evidence, he committed himself to stating as facts
stories which even Mr.Maxse had only mentioned as instances of
the kind of rumours that were in circulation. In particular he
asserted that Mr. Samuel, Sir Rufus, and Mr. Godfrey Isaacs had
all three bought shares in the English Marconi Company at an
average.price of about 50 francs, at which these shares were
quoted before the opening of negotiations with the Government,
and had resold them at a profit rising to as much as 200 francs
a share according as the negotiations enabled them to foresee that
the contract would be concluded.

This paragraph appeared on February 14, when by chance
Sir Rufus, taking advantage of a short respite from his Parlia-
mentary duties to escape from the polluted atmosphere of London,
was spending a few days in Paris. He at once sought an interview
with the editor who, while expressing his regret and agreeing to
insert an apology, was not prepared to frame that apology in the
terms demanded. On February 18 a further paragraph appeared
in the paper, in which the London correspondent expressed his
regret that by communicating current rumours he should in
perfect good faith have possibly done an injury to three men of
quite unimpeachable honour. But this opportunity for a full
statement could not be allowed to pass and on the 19th, with the
assent of the Prime Minister, Sir George Lewis issued writs for
libel on behalf of both Mr. Samuel and Sir Rufus. At an early
stage of the proceedings the facts in regard to the purchase of
shares in the American company were disclosed to the defendants'
advisers, so that, if it was thought in the light of this fresh
information that the libel could be justified, that plea should be
open to them. But they came to the inevitable conclusion that
the new material placed by the plaintiffs at their disposal fell far
short of supporting such a plea and did not contest the action,
contenting themselves with repeating in the defence the apology
already published. On March 19 the hearing took place before